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Sixth Discourse of Rev. Father Matheo, Apostle of the 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in Families. 





T is sometimes said that a saint must have a 
threefold love: love for God, love for his mother, 
and love for his country. This is true. But for 
this reason it shall not be said that I am a saint. 
Oh, no! But I desire to become a saint, a great 
saint, through love... Do not imagine that I 

have forgotten my mother. No, a thousand times no! To her 

I am indebted that 1 am now here, because when | was Still 

very small, she enkindled in my heart the flame that has grown 

ever larger. It is my mother who taught me to love Jesus. Oh, 
yes, my mother and I, we love each other most tenderly. Yet we 
have always been separated. It is God who constantly required 
these sacrifices from us. 

Yes, a person can feel the sacrifice; it is well if we feel it. 

It must not be supposed that we forget our dear ones when we 

leave them in order to follow our Lord. If we did forget them, 
where would be the sacrifice? 

If Jesus in Holy Communion shows us His wounded Heart, 
how can we speak to Him of love, if we have no sacrifices to 
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unite with His? No sacrifice to save souls for Him? Through 
sacrifices, you become little Hosts of love, little Hosts which pur- 
chase souls. But in order to be a Host, you must daily become 
more humble, more obedient, more patient, you must conquer 
yourself. In this manner you gain souls for Jesus. This reminds 
me of an incident. 

I was preparing a little boy for his first Holy Communion. 
Oh, he was so devout, so angelic, and understood so well the 
great act he was about to perform. On the eve of his first Holy 
Communion he said to me, “Father, how shall I show my grati- 
tude to Jesus for the infinitely great grace He bestows on me, in 
giving Himself wholly to me? What shall I do?” 

“My dear child,” I replied, “you mu&, first, lead a life wholly 
devoted to the Blessed Sacrament and daily receive Jesus into 
your heart. If it requires sacrifices, — so much the better. Second- 
ly, you must carry the Blessed Sacrament to others: be another 
Tarcisius.” 

“O yes, Father, I shall gladly do that, but you know well who 
my parents are!” 

His father was an infidel, a great enemy of the Church; that 
says enough. 

“Very well,” I responded, “if you do what I commissioned 
you, you will obtain your father’s conversion.” 

The child faithfully did what I told him. One day his father 
called the boy. “See here, my son,” he said, “I shall no longer 
tolerate that you should kneel down to go to confession. I am an 
honest man, and do not kneel or go to confession. I greatly 
regret ever having placed you in the Fathers’ college. Say good- 
bye to your professors, for this is the last day you will go there.” 


“I Dread the Future.” 


“Father, I have come to say fare-well, I dread the future. 
You know my papa; he will place me in a secular college...” 

“My child,” I said consolingly, “you must remain faithful to 
Jesus, and resolve to go to Holy Communion as often as possible. 
Remember what I told you on the day of your first Holy Com- 
munion. If it requires sacrifices, it will be all the more meritorious. 
And should you be placed in an irreligious college, then bz a little 
missioner of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, be a little priest and lead 
your comrades to Him...” 

The boy was transferred to a secular college conducted by 
enemies of the Church. He began his apostolate. Eight days 
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after he was there, he brought me two of his companions to 
prepare for their first Holy Communion; later on two more. Do 
you know how many of his school-mates he brought? Eighty-five! 
Often they came three and four at a time. And when they 
came, they were well prepared. He had taught them their 
catechism, prayers and how to go to confession. As I had advised 
him, he remained faithful to his daily Holy Communion, but at 
what a price! 

Early, a quarter before eight, was the appointed time for 
his college classes. Mornings, before he arose, the waitress would 
step into his room, leave a tray with tea, buns, and some slices 
of bread and butter for his breakfast, then withdraw. The boy 
arose, poured the tea out of the window, put the bread into his 
pocket, and without anyone’s knowledge, left the house, fasting. 
I was expecting him in our church, to give him Holy Commun- 
ion. Behind the altar, there was a little slide in the wall, for 
persons who were in a hurry, or anxious to receive unnoticed. 
After a few moments of profound adoration, he left, making his 
thanksgiving on the way. As he had prepared part of his lessons 
the previous evening, he devoted the first quarter of the morning 
study hour to prayer and recollection. With his head resting in 
his hands, one might have supposed him to be studying. 

At ten o’clock he would eat his breakfast. This child did 
not gain souls without labor; he practiced great mortifications, 
and even begged me to permit him to go without any food what- 
ever during the last three days of holy week. I would certainly 
have refused this petition, had I not noticed certain signs of 
divine operation in his youthful soul. Every Thursday evening, 
the boy kept the holy hour kneeling before a picture of the 
Sacred Heart. 

“What do you say to Jesus?” I once asked him. 

“That I love Him, that I wish others would love Him, too.” 

“And what else ?” 

“That’s all, Father, I just keep on repeating it, and add 
that, as a proof of my love, | am watching with Him during this 
hour.” 

“Tomorrow I Shall Visit Your Father.” 

One day the boy hastened to inform me that his father was 
seriously ill. 1 consoled him: “You love Jesus and have gained 
the love of others for Him. Have confidence! Tomorrow | shall 
visit your father; announce my visit to him in the name of the 
Lord.” 
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The child passed the entire night in prayer kneeling before 
the picture of the Sacred Heart. Next morning | called to see 
his father. 

“Come in, Reverend Father, oh, God is so good! He desires 
to pardon me! I wish to make a general confession!” were the 
words the patient called out to me. How wonderful! 

He made his confession with astonishing humility, and wanted 
to make atonement for his whole past life. He asked to receive 
Holy Communion, then consecrated his family to the Heart of 
Jesus. After ten days of heroic patience, the sufferer died in 
sentiments of holy resignation to the will of God. The entire 
family was converted. 

A short time afterwards I also stood at the deathbed of this 
favored child. Could his passing away really be called death? 
Oh, no! It was like an ecstasy; it was but the longed-for journey 
to his heavenly home. Beautiful as an angel, smiling peacefully 
he lay there. Doubtless, in virtue of a special grace, he beheld 
our dear Lord, even before he had closed his eyes to the light 
of this world...! 

Now, as for you, remember, there are thousands of little sac- 
rifices which you can bring without special permission. For 
ingtance, the resolution to receive Holy Communion every day 
will cause you difficulties. Yes, it will require sacrifices...! Very 
well, just because it is hard for you, do it! Bring the sacrifice 
for papa or mama, for your dear ones who do not appreciate 
Holy Communion, or who go but seldom; that they, too, may 
learn to know our Divine Lord, our good Jesus... 

It is love, the doctrine of love, about which I am speaking 
to you; it is the heavenly wisdom of little Teresa of the Child 
Jesus, the life’s ideal for a maiden, a religious, a priest, — for 
every person. What great things did little Teresa perform? She 
loved much! — that was all. Today hosts of devout pilgrims 
gather about her tomb. 

When I stopped at Lisieux, I intended to visit the cemetery, 
early at six o’clock, to pray at her grave. But it was utterly 
impossible to get there, the streets and public places were blockaded 
by soldiers who went to pray at her tomb. By special permission 
I was allowed to visit her little cell. It is permeated by a perfume 
which resembles neither roses nor violets. 1 might call it the fra- 
grance of paradise. And miracles take place there. Little Teresa 
had herself formerly confided to her sisters, that after her death, 
she would return to her cell. She is also heard to sing there. 
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During the war, a wonderful star was seen over her cell in 
the heavens at night, which for about fifteen minutes threw its 
beautiful light over the convent ... Yes, Teresa, the Little Flower 
of Jesus, is truly a star in the heavens of the Church! 

What extraordinary works did she accomplish? She loved 
much! “My little Jesus,” — she would say in her fearless sim- 
plicity, — “oh, I would so love Thee, love Thee as Thou hast 
never yet been loved! Do not be angry with me if I tell Thee 
something strange; but if it were possible, I would like to love 
Thee even more than Thy dear Mother loved Thee!” Is not little 
Teresa an example that you can easily imitate? — 


“My Husband Hates the Church.” 


One day I met a young girl who inquired, “Father, do you 
know Father Matheo?” 

“Certainly.” 

“Is he at the convent?” 

“No, my friend.” 

“Oh, what a pity, I am so anxious to speak to him!” 

“Very well, you have already done so.” 

We soon came to an understanding. Her mother had sent 
her to petition me to visit her husband, the girl’s father, who 
was an elderly deputy of the “Left.” I was introduced to the 
family. I reminded the grieved woman that two years previous 
she had consecrated her home to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

“O dear!” she exclaimed, “my husband hates the Church, 
and now he is dying like that! What shall I do?” 

“We will pray, kind lady, we will knock at the door of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and tell Him: Jesus, Thou hast received 
hospitality in this house; canst Thou consent that now the head 
of the family should die in such a pitiable condition ?” 

We prayed and renewed the act of consecration. “Now I 
shall go to your husband,” I told the lady, “to announce full of 
faith in the name of the Heart of Jesus, that I am here to speak 
to him...” 

I entered the room, — the patient received me. He made 
his confession first in English, then in Spanish, — “because,” he 
said, “my confession must be complete.” 

I renewed the consecration in presence of all and afterwards 
Jesus came in Holy Communion... It was truly an ecstasy for 
this convert of the eleventh hour. In his last agony he rested 
on the merciful Heart of Jesus. He died a most edifying death. 
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And now my children, you are doubtless thinking of your own 
dear ones. “Oh,” you exclaim, “if only the Reverend Father 
would also come to this or that member of our family, to this or 
that person about whose welfare I am concerned.” No, do not 
speak thus! Not I, but Jesus can do all things — and you likewise 
can do everything through Him. You must become little lumi- 
naries of love in your families, little missionaries of love... and 
everything will be possible to you! Especially mark the following: 
foster and nourish in your hearts a threefold love: 

Love for the Blessed Sacrament, love for trials and sacrifices, 
and love for souls! 

This threefold love must never be divided. A person may 
not say: one of these suffices for me; no, one cannot exist with- 
out the others. Out of love for the Blessed Sacrament, you 
must save souls by sacrifices. 

I know some girls in Madrid who spend their free days 
going to the suburbs and surroundings, to exercise the apostolate 
of the enthronement. These girls do not shrink from sacrifices. 
They go into well-nigh impassable streets. It surprises me how 
they get through at all. Once when! myself wanted to go there, 
I had great difficulty in extricating myself from the mud which 
is sometimes more than a foot deep. 

Now, what do I expect from you? Sacrifices for the love of 
Jesus! For instance, something of which you are especially fond 
is served at table. You know what! mean. Will you not leave 
a little of it for the Sacred Heart of Jesus, your Divine Brother? 
Imagine that the Blessed Virgin is leading her Divine Child to 
you and begging you for it. I do not ask you to leave your 
whole piece of cake. Perhaps the sacrifice will be even greater 
and felt more keenly if you leave but a part, after having tasted 
it. That which imparts value to all, is love! If we deprive our- 
selves of something for love of Jesus, it is a sign that we think 


of Him. 
Oh, this remembrance of Jesus at every hour! Yes, think 


of Jesus, and of the souls that you mean to present to Him, to 
gain for His love. He is not far away, He is very near you as 
once with St. Rose of Lima. At my home in Peru I saw the 
garden where the Child Jesus walked with St. Rose, also the 
stone bench where they sat together like little brother and sister. 
Just think, Jesus would even sit on Rose’s knee; stroll with her 
through the garden to gather flowers and then lay them in her 
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lap. The saint would twine them into a wreath and place it on 
the head of the Divine Child. But Jesus took the wreath, and 
placing it upon Rose’s brow said, “No, my little spouse, the 
roses are for you; for Me, the crown of thorns!” 

My dear children, you, too, must twine a wreath for our dear 
Jesus, — a crown of the souls which you have gained for His 
love! — In heaven He will then say to the angels, “Behold the 
immortal crowns of My little spouses.” Amen. 


Booklet Form. 


This discourse concludes a series of addresses by Rev. P. Matheo, 
the founder and apostle of the enthronement of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus in families. These conferences are touchingly beautiful 
and simple. It is like the breathing of the Spirit of God. Con- 
fident that all our readers have appreciated these discourses, 
and that they are anxious for others to benefit by them, we 
have printed these six discourses in booklet form to insure wide 
circulation. Title: SIX DISCOURSES ON THE ENTHRONEMENT OF 
THE SACRED HEART IN THE HOME AND CONSECRATION OF THE 
FAMILY, by Rev. P. Matheo, SS.CC. Single copy 10 cents; 100 
copies $8.00. Postpaid. 


Entbronement of the Sacred heart in the Family. 


This booklet contains attractive explanations on the true spirit 
of the Enthronement: how to make our Lord the King and Master 
of your home, to erect in your midst a throne of love from which 
the merciful Heart will shower upon your family His all-power- 
ful blessings. Thy kingdom come! Let this be your motto! En- 
throne our lord in your own home, then in other families. By 
distributing this booklet you will become a true apostle of the 
Sacred Heart. In return for your confidence and zeal the Divine 
Heart will let you, too, experience the marvels of His love. 

Contains formula of Enthronement Ceremonial. Price per copy, 
1o cents; per 100 copies, $8.00. 


ALL FOR THEE, O HEART OF JESUS! 


is the third brochure for the Knthronement of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and consecration of the family. Itisa choice selection of 
beautiful prayers in honor of the Sacred Heart, and contains 
several acts of consecration. No prayers could be more suitable to 
pray als» when visiting the Blessed Sacrament. May every devout 
adorer of the Divine Heart of Jesus, endeavor to become an apostle 
of the Knthronement by procuring for this, and for the other two 
brochures the greatest possible circulation. 
Price per copy, English or German, 5 cents; per 100, $4.00 
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Our Perfect Devotedness 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Saints. 
For the Feast of All Saints and All Souls. 





LEO XIII. consecrated the human race to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus and requested the faithful, families and nations, often 
to renew their consecration and perfect devotedness to this royal, 
adorable Heart. ; 

PIUS X. proclaimed as the motto for this century: To restore 
all things in Christ. 

BENEDICT XV. requests all Catholic nations to seek peace 
and reconciliation in the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

Oh, that all the children of the Church, all the faithful would 
hearken to the voice of the Holy Father, the Vicar of Jesus Christ 
on earth! 

There is but one means of salvation for the Catholic families 
and for the Christian nations, it is echoed in the cry: Return to 
Christ! Let Christ reign over us! 

Let the world once more begin to believe in the divinity of 
Jesus Christ, in the dominion of His Sacred Heart. Let it confide 
in the mysteries revealed and the magnificent promises made by 
the Divine Heart of Jesus to those who proclaim and promote 
His empire, as an empire of mercy and love. 

If we have not a lively faith in the promises of the Sacred 
Heart, there is no help for us. Without this faith the Christian 
family lacks the foundation, as there is no other foundation than 
Jesus Christ. For this reason, Christian families must raise their 
voices and proclaim: “‘We desire that Christ should reign in our 
family. He is our peace, our hope, our reconciliation.” 

The enthronement of Jesus Christ and of His Sacred Heart 
is of the greatest importance for our times. It has been given 
by heaven for the renewal of the love of God. As the kingdom 
of Christ has in many respects been destroyed in families, there 
is need of extraordinary heralds, who, with a powerful voice, with 
Strength from on high, and in the love of the Holy Ghost, preach 
to mankind the enthronement of Jesus Christ in souls, in the 
family, in the parish. Such an extraordinary herald, such a 
powerful voice is Rev. P. Matheo, the apostle of the enthrone- 
ment of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

We must give ourselves to Christ entirely, not by halves. 
We must confess Christ without fear or human respect. “Every 
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one that shall confess Me before men, I will also confess him 
before My Father who is in heaven” (Matt. x. 32), and therefore 
also before the angels and saints of whom the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus is the everlasting bliss. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, our peace and reconciliation, have 
mercy on us! 


Our Perfect Devotedness to the Saints. 


If we devote ourselves entirely to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
which lives and reigns in heaven as the bliss of the saints, and 
in the Blessed Sacrament as the consolation of the faithful, we 
at the same time devote ourselves entirely to Mary and all the 
Blessed. They aid us by their intercession that we may confess 
and promulgate the reign of Christ on earth. 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus is the source of beatitude of all 
the saints. They are His mystic body which He has formed and 
to which He gives an eternally happy life; they reign gloriously 
with Him in the realms of unending bliss. 

Perfect devotedness to the Sacred Heart of Jesus likewise 
implies devotedness to the Queen of saints. “In the latter times 
I shall give them My saints” said our Lord to St. Gertrude. 
Frequently St. Gertrude and Margaret Mary Alacoque beheld the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus surrounded by angels and saints who sang 
joyously: “Triumph, triumph, O Heart of Jesus!” In having a 
living devotion to the Sacred Heart we possess not only the 
assistance of this powerful, Adorable Heart, but also the help of 
all the saints. 

In virtue of our spiritual union and friendship, we offer to 
the saints through the Sacred Heart of Jesus, our thanksgiving, 
our love, and in return they let us participate in all the graces 
with which God has so bountifully endowed them. This spiritual 
relationship enables us to give to God gifts that are altogether 
heavenly, perfect, holy, and truly worthy of Him; for whatever 
we are capable of doing through our friends, has as much value 
for us as though we had done it ourselves. “The gifts which 
the saints offer in our name,” says St. Thomas, “are received by 
God as though they come directly from ourselves. ‘‘O admirabile 
commercium, — O wonderful exchange!” O infinitely precious 
friendship of the saints, known by so few, and consequently 
cherished so little! 

By our perfect devotedness to the saints which is given us 
by the Sacred Heart of Jesus, we could obtain such power from 
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God, that He would grant us everything that we ask for ourselves, 
for our neighbor and especially for the poor souls in purgatory. 
How consoling is the Catholic belief regarding the union of the 
saints in heaven with the faithful on earth! Protestants reject 
this doctrine: veneration of the saints. Influenced by this spirit 
of unbelief, the faith of many Catholics in the powerful intercession 
of the blessed has been weakened and forgotten, to the great 
detriment of their souls, of families and parishes. 

How the saints were honored in the early ages of Christianity ! 
What magnificent churches were erected over their graves! In 
the middle ages newly constructed churches and parishes were 
always placed under the protection of a saint! How glorious 
and edifying were the pilgrimages arranged for visiting the famous 
tombs and shrines of these blessed servants of God! What was 
one of the principal attractions of Rome, but the cemeteries of 
the saints? In times of war and famine, of plague and public 
calamities, the faithful took refuge to the saints by whom God 
has ever most mercifully manifested His pleasure and compla- 
cency. 

Oh, let us renew our faith in the power and goodness of the 
saint:; let us invoke them most fervently; let us enter into a 
continuous communion with the glorified elect; let our “conver- 
sation be in heaven!” Ah, let us not place our confidence in 
human beings, no matter how powerful they may be. Let us 
trust in our saints who love us and who gladly hear our petitions 
if we but call upon them with confidence and perseverance. The 
saints long to aid us. Unfortunately, we lack the lively faith in 
the power of their intercession which animated the faithful of 
the middle ages. 

Let us resolve to practice this perfect devotedness to our 
saints. Without fail we shall experience their aid and will our- 
selves become holy, for “tell me with whom you associate and 
I will tell you what you are,” says St. Augustine. A Catholic, 
intimately united with the saints, is a great power for good in 
his surroundings, and his prayer pierces the clouds. Let us enter 
into an alliance with the glorified servants of God, then we need 
not fear the grave future which awaits ourselves and our families. 
A fervent devotion to St. Joseph, St. Joachim and St. Ann is 
especially to be recommended. They who were closely related 
to our Savior and His: holy Mother while on earth, now exer- 
cise a weighty influence over the Divine Heart of Jesus and the 
merciful Heart of Mary. 
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Perfect Surrendering of Our Prayers and Good Works 
for the Consolation of the Souls in Purgatory. 


Often devout persons have experienced that through their 
loving compassion for the poor souls, they would obtain what 
they could not obtain even through the intercession of the saints. 
God is, indeed, willing to hear our petitions, if they are accompanied 
by works of charity for the suffering souls. Without doubt, there 
is no greater act of charity, than that performed to deliver the 
captive souls from the flames of purgatory. The heroic act of 
charity is the perfect surrendering of all our prayers and good 
works through the hands of Mary, for the consolation of the poor 
souls. 

Consider and admire the soldiers’ heroism in this present war. 
They give up everything — all — for the welfare of their country. 
Should not the example of their self-sacrifice spur us on to offer 
our prayers and penitential works for the souls of those who have 
fallen, at least while the war lasts? Ought we not renew this 
act of mercy every morning, especially during the month of 
November? Yes, this month of our dear dead calls out to us: 
Be merciful toward the departed, and you shall also obtain mercy. 

Catholics alone, by their prayers and good works can deliver 
these souls, for non-Catholics do not believe in purgatory, and 
therefore do not pray for the departed. If, then, these souls 
outside of the Catholic Church are released from the place of 
purgation and purified to enter heaven, it is to the Catholic 
Church they are indebted. Here we clearly recognize the great 
value of the two distinct doctrines: faith in the efficacy of our 
prayers, and good works for the souls in purgatory. 

Let us be zealous in the apostolate for the poor souls; let us 
be brothers and sisters of charity to them; let us heal their wounds, 
bring them refreshment and deliver them from captivity. Holy 
Church places her treasury at our disposal; let us take therefrom 
with full hands, gaining numerous indulgences and assisting at 
many holy Masses, thus letting the precious blood of Jesus flow 
upon the suffering souls in purgatory. This precious blood will 
extinguish the purifying flames; it will deliver the holy souls from 
their place of punishment. Washed and cleansed in the blood 
of the Lamb, they will enter triumphantly the glories of heaven. 
“Blood, blood,” cried out the deceased friend of Blessed Henry 
Suso; “we need blood in order to be delivered.” Blessed Henry 
Suso said the Masses he had promised, offered the precious blood 
at the time of consecration, and his friend was released. 
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Beatific Vision of God. 





FG] ORTAL tongue cannot describe the bliss of heaven; it 
4 Bi can only be faintly felt. When about to preach before 
§} the general chapter of his Order, St. Thomas of 
= Villanova spent the whole night in prayer, imploring 
the light of the Holy Ghost. He began his discourse, but such 
sweetness filled his soul that the saint was unable to continue; 
tears streamed from his eyes. After the excess of his emotions 
had subsided, he spoke in so sublime a manner, and with such 
great unction of heavenly things, that all his hearers plainly felt 
that he was moved by the direct influence of the Holy Spirit. 
Truly, all the happiness a human heart can feel on earth is only 
a shadow of that which will be revealed in heaven, when the 
Master shall say to the faithful soul: “Enter into the joy of the 
Lord” (Matt. xxv. 21). 

Not natural love will enable us to enjoy the beatific vision, 
but love divine, the love of the Holy Ghost, which is poured out 
into our hearts and dwells within us. In this love we pray: Abba, — 
Father. In this love we become children of God. This adoption 
of children of God makes us heirs of heaven, and gives us the 
right to behold the unveiled splendor of the Most High. For 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, this vision is a natural prerogative; 
but for us, children of grace, it is a gift of the infinite mercy of God. 

As adopted children of God, we are sublimely exalted, and 
in a certain sense, made partakers of the divine nature itself (2 
Peter i. 4). We become divinized, but we do not become God. 
We shall see God as He is, but perfectly to know and perfectly 
to comprehend Him, is possible to Himself alone. 

The blessed in heaven behold God in His infinite beauty, 
and love His infinite amiability; they are loved by God with a 
divine love, with a most generous love. He is their God, their 
joy, their all. The renowned Hettinger exclaims: “Oh, how mag- 
nificent, how inexpressibly blissful will be the vision and possession 
of God! The blessed will see God as He is, in all His beauty, 
in all His splendor; in Him they will behold the mysteries of 
faith. They will recognize in Him all the marvels of creation, 
the divine dispensation regarding our redemption, the history of 
the whole world and the history of each individual soul. All this 
will be clearer to them than the most intimate knowledge we 
now have of ourselves. The elect soul beholds herself delivered 
from sin, delivered from all evil, delivered from vexation of mind 
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and sadness of heart. To participate in the life of God, to know 
Him, to love Him, oh, what felicity! Truly, this is everlasting life, 
imperturbable rest, ever new joy, ever new knowledge of God, 
ever new love and bliss. The blessed see and realize how God 
loved them from eternity; they recognize God’s wise guidance 
in their regard: in the sufferings endured, in the temptations 
conquered, in the sins expiated, in the overflowing graces received.” 

God is eternal, and eternal also is His incomprehensibility. 
No created being, not the Mother of God, not even the soul of 
Christ can penetrate the Divinity with so clear a vision as God 
Himself. We therefore justly conclude that an increase of the 
knowledge of God is possible for the inhabitants of heaven. In 
heaven there is no continuous monotony, no inactive quietude. 
Without contradicting holy Scripture, we may assume that the 
holy spirits increase in knowledge and glory. The same famous 
writer, Hettinger, states: “Yes, in heaven there will be progress, 
but not like in this earthly life, from poverty to wealth, from 
misery to happiness, from darkness to light. No, it will be a 
progress from life to life, from love to love, from joy to joy, from 
brightness to brightness, from light to light, from God to God. 
God, this illimitable and eternally inexhaustible ocean of light, 
love, joy, life, — this is the bliss of the blessed, the mystery of 
constant motion in rest, the mystery of progress after we have 
reached the goal.” 

A few sparks of this fullness of light and spiritual knowledge 
sometimes fly from the world beyond to inflame the hearts of 
God’s saints and special friends here below in this vale of tears. 
Shortly before his death, St. Thomas of Aquin said Mass at 
Naples, and during the holy Sacrifice he became wonderfully 
enlightened. From that day he discontinued writing the treatise 
on contrition in his world-renowned “Summa.” He was asked 
as to the reason, but refused to give an explanation. Only after 
being repeatedly questioned did he declare: “All I have written 
appears to me like chaff compared with the things that I saw 
and that were revealed to me.” 

Something similar is related of the eminent theologian, Moehler, 
who died April 12, 1838, at about three o’clock in the afternoon. 
At one o'clock he awoke from a light slumber during which he 
had been favored with a wonderful vision. Joining his hands 
over his head, he exclaimed, “Ah, now I have seen! Now I 
know! Now I could write a book. Oh, what a book that would 
be! — but now all is over.” 
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The Hero’s Death for His Country. 
Comforting Words for Christian Soldiers and Their Relatives. 





READFUL is the war and terrible the desolation, 
yet not without consolation is this universal sor- 
row. Through this war many will attain life 
everlasting who would otherwise have been 
eternally lost. . This is especially true of soldiers 

—— who in a lively faith and with a holy intention 

have sacrificed their lives for their country. To them may be 

applied the words of our Divine Savior, “Greater love than this 

no man hath, that a man lay down his life for his friends” (John xv.13). 

Our soldiers die the death of heroes. Such a death is in 
every sense a sacrificial death, a death of obedience to the state 
authority ordained by God. The hero sacrifices the dearest he 
has, all that is most difficult for human nature to relinquish, yes, 
he sacrifices life itself. Words are inadequate to extol worthily 
such an act of love and obedience. 

It is obedience that called them to their sacrificial death 
obedience to the authority ordained by God. They followed the 
summons unhesitatingly and persevered in their arduous duties. 
To leave father and mother, brother and sister, to go forth and 
endure severe, painful hardships, to be seriously wounded, is 
certainly a sacrifice, a great sacrifice; but to die is the greatest of 
all sacrifices. To die in the bloom and vigor of life, to suffer a violent 
death is especially hard. Such a death, if an act of ready obedi- 
ence toward God, an act of charity toward others, manifests all 
that is most beautiful in a noble, magnanimous soul. 





The Great Reward. 


We are assured by the lips of our Divine Savior Himself that 
a cup of water given in charity will not go unrewarded. How 
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great, then, will be the reward awaiting those who offer not only 
a drink of water in charity, but their very heart’s blood! Never 
could a mere earthly reward worthily recompense the sacrificial 
death of our heroes. Certainly we honor them, and in time the 
country will fittingly extol its hero-sons by engraving their names 
on bronze and marble, as a model for future generations. Still, 
in this, there is more satisfaction for the living than the dead. 
Yet, justice demands that they should have a recompense, and 
God’s eternal word vouches for it that they shall be personally 
rewarded for the most noble deed of their life. And since it is 
impossible to render them this return on earth, the mercy of God 
will surely reward them in eternity. 

Our believing soldiers who have fallen in battle will receive 
a heavenly reward, for they have sacrificed their lives in the 
courageous fulfillment of their duties towards God and country, 
in love for their dear ones and for the welfare of their fellow- 
citizens. A heavenly reward alone is possible for them; an eter- 
nal reward only is sufficient recompense for a hero’s death. Life 
for life! The hero gave up his life, as a reward he must receive 
life in return; any other reward would be inadequate. “He that 
shall lose his life for Me shall find it” are the words of the Divine 
Remunerator (Matt. x. 39). 

Doubtless, many a soldier who sacrificed his life, in the state 
of grace and in holy resignation, will be numbered among the 
martyrs. St. Thomas of Aquin, the illustrious doctor of the 
Church, expresses the opinion that a hero’s death for his country, 
under circumstances of so sublime a nature, can in a certain 
sense be considered the death of a martyr, and consequently 
will merit a corresponding crown. We need not be surprised at 
such a view, for in the heroic death of the faithful soldiers, we 
find displayed much of the fortitude and constancy of the holy 
martyrs. They are martyrs to duty, to the fealty they have sworn 
to their country. The Lord Himself raised this fidelity to a divine 
commandment, and in fulfillment of this command they gave 
their life. Render to God the things that are God’s, and to your 
country the things that are your country’s! 

This heroic death has also the power to atone and reconcile. 
Ever since our Divine Savior decreed that death should atone for 
the sins of the world, this supreme sacrifice of life, if accepted 
willingly from the hands of God, possesses a sacred power of 
atonement. By the redeeming death of Jesus on the cross, our 
death is sanctified likewise, and when accepted with holy resigna- 
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tion it will be in the sight of God a most pleasing act of satisfaction 
for our sins. When our Christian soldiers, from motives of duty 
and obedience went to war to fight for their country, they thought 
and said: My life is in God’s hands. I shall do my duty, God 


will take care of the rest. I leave myself entirely to His Divine 
Providence. 
Was this not praiseworthy and God-pleasing? a most beautiful 


and Christian-like intention? To the Almighty they offered their 
life; from His hands they accepted death. No, not in vain, did 
they place their trust in Him. What a sacrifice to face death 
willingly when so young, when in the very prime of life! But 
how great is the reward promised by our Lord: “To him that 
shall overcome, | will give to sit with Me in My throne; as | also 
have overcome, and am set down with My Father in His throne” 
(Apoc. iii. 21). 


Comforting Words for Relatives. 


On receiving the message of her son’s death, many a bereaved 
mother will wonder anxiously: “Did my son have the right 
intention? Did he still have time to make an act of perfect - 
contrition while he lay fatally wounded? Otherwise, in spite of 
the great sacrifice he brought, he would be eternally lost.” 

For our consolation it may be said that very few Catholic 
soldiers have lost their faith entirely. The faith of many only 
slumbers like fire under ashes; it is there, and it needs only the 
danger of death to re-enkindle it. Many soldiers pray, receive 
the sacraments when possible, and assist at Mass with earnestness 
and devotion. How touching, how expressive of faith is the 
conduct of our boys who say the rosary on the battlefield and in 
the trenches! How heartily they welcome a priest! Surely, the 
majority of our Catholic soldiers are sincere; animated by a 
conscientious spirit, a genuine fear of God, they go to war to 
fulfill their weighty obligations. 

They are faithful to duty because it has been commanded 
by God. It must be, I must go to battle, I must if necessary 
even lay down my life. My conscience prescribes this to me, I 
may not act otherwise. Once I shall have to render an account 
of this grave duty to my supreme Judge. If Christian soldiers go 
into the conflict with such sentiments, God will certainly grant 
them the grace of perfect contrition at the hour of death. This 
is the last grace bestowed here on earth as a reward for their 


fidelity to duty. It opens for them the portal of a better life 
with God. 
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Viewed in the light of faith, death for one’s country has many 
consolations. It brightens the hero’s dying moments and conveys 
sacred hopes to the sorrowing relatives. Yes, we may firmly trust 
that the soldiers who fall in battle find a merciful Judge, a kind 
Lord to reward them. 

Rely on this, be at peace, then, O anguished mother, anxious 
father, and lamenting friends! Still, do not fail to pray for the 
son who has fallen, and solicit the prayers of others. Many must 
pass through their last purgation in purgatory, and perhaps even 
now are raising their arms imploringly from the ocean of flames 
to their dear ones here on earth. 


Let Us Remember Our Dear Departed. 


Not only the deceased soldiers, but all our departed friends 
and relatives should be remembered by us. “It is a holy and 
wholesome thought to pray for the dead” (2 Mach. xii. 46). It 
is a sacred duty to render love for love. This we can do in virtue 
of the communion of saints. How consoling is this doctrine of 
faith: we have our spiritual goods in common with the suffering 
souls and the glorified elect. Oh, what blessed threads of love 
and longing, supplication and intercession, pass back and forth 
from this earth to the world beyond, uniting us with the saved 
souls of our dear departed. We are not separated; we remain 
very near each other. Only a transparent veil obstructs our vision. 
But the language of souls, the love of our hearts pierce the veil, 
and our attachment may and should become Still purer, deeper 
and more fervent. Yea, very often it is the means of obtaining 
the grace of salvation for a soul at the last hour, if relatives do 
much good for her after death, for God penetrates the future. 

A pious woman whose husband was an infidel, once sought 
advice from the Blessed Cure of Ars. The holy priest consoled 
her, told her to pray fervently for her husband and he would 
surely repent. But what happened? The man died suddenly 
without having received the sacraments. Greatly dejected, the 
woman went to her venerable pastor. “Now everything was in 
vain,” she lamented. Enlightened from above, the holy priest 
answered, “Be of good cheer, madame, your husband was saved. 
On account of your prayers for him, and especially on account 
of the great amount of good that you will still do for his soul, God 
granted him the grace of true contrition before he died; but he 
is suffering intensely in purgatory; pray for him.” 

The more tenderly we foster this spiritual relationship, the 
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greater will be our joy when once the veil is lifted, and we be- 
hold ourselves in the glorious light of eternity. Yes, we shall 
again behold our dear ones; we shall share their happiness and 
rejoice in their crown of victory. “Death shall be no more, nor 
mourning, nor crying, nor sorrow shall be anymore, for the former 
things are passed away” (Apoc. xxi. 4). Until the dawn of that 
longed-for day, let us console ourselves by relying on the words 
of eternal truth: “You now indeed have sorrow, but I will see 
you again and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man 
shall take from you” (John xvi. 22). 


The Sacred Heart of Jesus, Our Refuge. 


In time of distress we learn to pray. War is a strict tutor 
who opens hearts to charity. The trials of war force us on our 
knees, urge us to pray. How many light-minded, superficial 
persons are brought to realize the seriousness of life. How many 
soldiers who formerly led a careless, wayward life, have become 
changed persons, and are now earnest and determined, obedient 
toward God and His authority, and if they return from the war, 
they will be men in the true sense of the word. Despite all its 
terrors, war has its consoling features which strengthen our con. 
fidence in God, instead of discouraging us. Even to the terrors 
of war the words of the apostle may b2 applied, “To them that 
love God, all things work together unto good” (Rom. viii. 28). 

But there is something more that should fill the faithful 
children of Holy Church with consolation. In these days of God’s 
visitation, Christian families should take their refuge to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. “I will comfort them in all their afflictions,” is 
the solacing promise made by this generous Heart. Guided by 
the Spirit of God, Holy Church shows to mankind the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. Pius IX. repeatedly proclaimed to the world that 
the Divine Heart is its only salvation. Leo XIII. consecrated the 
whole human race to the Sacred Heart. This consecration was 
an event of sublime significance; it was an act unique in the 
history of the Church. Our Lord Himself requested this conse- 
cration from His Vicar through a highly privileged soul. Pope 
Pius X. ordained that after every low Mass, the invocation, “Most 
Sacred. Heart of Jesus have mercy on us!” should be repeated 
three times. This is a cry for help, a cry of distress sent up by 
Holy Church. Tossed on the turbulent waves of the present 
“deluge,” she desires to rescue mankind in the secure ark of the 


Adorable Heart. 
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Like a heavenly star of hope, the Divine Heart of Jesus sheds 
forth its light on our sorely distressing times. Great graces for 
humanity and for individuals flow from devotion to the Sacred 
Heart. Boundless are the fruits which for nearly fifty years it 
has produced in Holy Church. Whoever understands and prac- 
tices this devotion rightly will infallibly be led to the Blessed 
Sacrament, the fountain and source of every grace. The Holy 
Eucharist should be our heaven on earth. Only they truly ven- 
erate the Sacred Heart of Jesus who would rather spend their 
time near the tabernacle than in amusement. Oh, let us heed the 
call of the Holy Father, let us take our refuge in the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. This merciful Heart will be a powerful protection for us 
against the darts of divine justice. Within the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus we find ourselves in the most secure haven of rest; nothing 
will be wanting to those who trust in Him. 


Mary, Our Consolation. 


Devout Christian, remember: to obtain immeasurable graces 
for your soul, to experience true consolation and joy, you need 
but love and venerate Mary. All will assure you of this who have 
a childlike devotion to the Mother of God. Happy is the soul at 
the feet of Mary! Let those called to battle take refuge under 
her protecting mantle, clothe themselves with her scapular, carry 
the rosary with them and pray it often: this will insure for them 
the powerful aid of Mary’s maternal Heart. The dear ones at 
home can obtain many blessings and graces for these soldiers by 
devoutly praying the rosary, by venerating the image of the Mother 
of God. Mary will protect in a special manner those for whom 
many prayers are said; she will be solicitous to obtain for them 
grace and mercy from her Divine Son. 

During war time few devotions appeal to us more strongly 
than veneration of Mary as the Mother of Sorrows. What comfort 
Our Lady of Sorrows will send to the grief-stricken mother’s 
heart! Soldiers on the battlefield ought especially to invoke 
Mary, the Sorrowful Mother, and may say daily seven Hail Marys 
in honor of her seven dolors for a happy death. May they 
frequently use the little ejaculation: “Sweet Heart of Mary be 
my salvation!” An indulgence of 300 days is connected with its 
every recital. Happy the soldier who loves and venerates Mary. 
In him will be fulfilled the words of holy Writ: “He that shall 
find me shall find life, and shall have salvation from the Lord” 
(Prov. viii. 35). The fathers of the Church consider devotion to 








150 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Mary as a sign of predestination. “He who loves and venerates 
Mary cannot be lost,” says St. Alphonsus. ? 

If a soldier, fatally wounded on the battlefield, prays to Mary 
in his sufferings, he will receive heavenly consolation and will die 
happily in the grace of God. Those especially who have received 
Mary’s protecting garment, the holy scapular, have a special claim 
to her motherly assistance. Pius X. granted an extraordinary 
privilege to soldiers in permitting them to invest themselves with 
the scapular, provided it had been previously blessed by a priest 
who enrolls members in the scapular confraternity. Afterwards 
they may substitute the scapular medal for the scapular. “Whoever 
dies clothed with this garment will be preserved from the flames 
of hell,” is Mary’s promise to St. Simon Stock. Mary will indeed 
be our powerful advocate, our merciful Mother. Echoing the 
words of St. Bernard, we repeat: “Let us seek the grace of God, 
but let us seek it through Mary.” 


Perfect Contrition. 


It is most important for a soldier to know the value and 
efficacy of perfect contrition; for he does not always have an 
opportunity to confess and yet is so often in danger of death. 
If anyone committed grievous sin, but has no chance to go to 
confession, he should make an act of perfect contrition and resolve 
to confess as soon as possible. In this way all his sins, though 
many and grievous, will be forgiven; he is instantly reinstated in 
the grace of God, and heaven is open for him. 

Our contrition is perfeé if we are sorry for our sins, not because 
we have lost heaven and deserved hell, but because we have 
offended God, the sovereign Good, most worthy of all our love. 
The motive must be a supernatural one. We must be sorry for 
our sins for love of God. Devout soul, pray often for the soldiers 
in their agony that God may grant them the grace of a perfect 
contrition in their dying moments. How many soldiers might 
thus be daily saved! More than 100,000 persons die daily in 
times of peace; who can estimate the number of souls who appear 
daily before the supreme Judge during the present carnage! On 
the day of judgment we shall glorify the mercy of God when we 
realize how many souls were snatched from Satan’s clutches in 
their last hour by the power of perfect contrition. 


Magnificent Effects of Perfect Contrition. 


God in His mercy has attached astonishing effects to perfect 
contrition. It effects immediate forgiveness of sins, even before 
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one has received the sacrament of penance. If a sinner had for 
years committed mortal sins, even sins which the Pope alone can 
absolve, — if he make an act of perfect contrition with the resolu- 
tion to confess his sins, sanctifying grace is immediately restored 
to his soul. God loves him again as His child; he becomes an 
heir of heaven. If he can go to confession, he must do so as soon 
as possible. 

For the just, perfect contrition blots out venial sins and the 
numerous punishments due to sin, confirms and strengthens the 
soul in love of God, and increases sanctifying grace. One degree 
of grace is worth more than all the riches of this world. The 
soul becomes ever more beautiful before God and her glory in 
heaven is augmented. However, anyone who presumptuously 
commits sin, thinking that by an act of perfect contrition he easily 
effaces his sins, converts this precious heavenly remedy into a 
deadly poison. 

Souls who are of good will, but who from human frailty often 
fall into mortal sin, can be healed by making an act of perfect 
contrition, and will be more confirmed in their love for God. The 
lives of holy penitents show how perfect contrition blots out the 
Stains of the soul. Of Mary Magdalen our Lord said, “Many sins 
are forgiven her because she hath loved much” (Luke vii. 47). 
And to the holy penitent, Margaret of Cortona, our Lord revealed 
that He had prepared a place for her among the seraphim. To 
another saint it was made known that He frequently imparts 
greater graces to penitent sinners than to the innocent, on account 
of their deeper contrition and more profound sentiments of humility. 

Perfect contrition is especially of utmost importance at death 
and in danger of sudden death. If anyone in such danger is 
unable to confess, an act of perfect contrition will be for him the 
key to heaven. Those who are with the dying should excite in 
them sentiments of perfect contrition by reciting short acts of 
love with them. Dear Christian, make a fervent act of perfect 
contrition often, also in the evening, and when you have had the 
misfortune to commit grave faults or mortal sins. 

An act of perfect contrition, an act of perfect love and an 
act of perfect resignation to the will of God — these should be 
the favorite daily prayers not only of the soldier but of all the 
serious-minded faithful. 

Anyone can remember a few short prayers like the following: 
ACT OF PERFECT CONTRITION: O my God, I am heartily sorry 
that I have ever offended Thee, my supreme Good and most 
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loving God. In virtue of the merits of the bitter passion and 
death of Jesus Christ, O merciful Father, forgive me all my sins. 
With the assistance of Thy grace, I will never again commit 


mortal sin. 
ACT OF LOVE: O most Holy Trinity, Thou art my sovereign 


Good and worthy of all my love. I love Thee with my whole 


heart, with my whole soul and with all my strength. 
ACT OF RESIGNATION TO THE WILL OF GOD: O Lord, my God, 


even now I accept from Thy hands, willingly and with submission, 
the kind of death it may please Thee to send me, with all its 
sorrows, pains and anguish. 


To all who say this prayer devoutly, Pope Pius X. granted 
a plenary indulgence for the hour of death. 


Prayer to Mary. 


O Mary, thou dispensatrix of God’s mercy, I beseech thee 
by the prerogative of thy Immaculate Conception and by thy 
unbounded sorrows at the death of thy beloved Son, offer to the 
eternal Father in my stead, the precious blood of thy Son, as a 
sacrifice of supplication, to obtain the grace of perfect contrition 
for sinners who are in their last agony. Hail Mary, etc. 


CSR 
fin deal Christmas Gift. 

Long before the holiday season we begin to suggest 
presents. We wish to give something useful, something 
lasting, and yet something attractive. 

Practical and appropriate, would be to give a year’s 
subscription to Tabernacle and Purgatory. This would 
be an All-the-Year-Round gift; highly appreciated by 
your friends and relatives. ‘This periodical dedicated 
to honoring our Divine Savior in the sanctuary of His 
churches, and carrying this spirit of devotion into the 
sanctuary of the home, will be of immense spiritual benefit 
to your friends. It will breathe the air of piety upon many a 
worldly family. They cannot resist the uplifting influence 
of its simple, persuasive words. Such a gift, is, indeed, 
not one that ‘‘will pass away’; it will remain even unto 
eternity — meriting a reward for the pious life of the read- 
er, and for the charitable act of the giver. 

Subscription price only 50 cts. per year. Do not fail 
to read our list of premiums in St. Benedict Almanac for 
1919 which will reach you the beginning of December. 























Advantages Arising from Devotion for the Poor Souls. 





g) ATHER Faber, the zealous advocate of suffrage for the 
holy souls, enumerates the following fruits and merits 
derived from this devotion. Every Christian should bear 
in mind, however, that only those good works which we 
perform when free from mortal sin merit a heavenly reward. 
Each good work done in the state of sanctifying grace is an honor 
and praise of the most Blessed Trinity, and God attaches to it a 
three-fold value: 

1. The work is meritorious, that is to say, it increases our 
merit and gives us a right to a new degree of glory in heaven. It 
also makes us more pleasing to the Adorable Trinity, draws more 
closely the bond of friendship between Ged and the soul, merits 
new actual graces which enable us to perform other good works 
with greater facility, and with still greater merit for the kingdom 
of heaven. 

2. Every prayer or good work has an impetratory value, that 
is to say, it has the power to obtain from God some grace or 
favor. No prayer remains unanswered. If we do not receive what 
we ask for, the merciful God will give us something we need 
Sill more and which will be of greater advantage to our spiritual 
welfare. 

3. Every good work in itself renders satisfaction, and thereby 
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atones for part of our debt due to divine Justice. This third fruit 
alone, viz., the satisfactory part, we give to the poor souls whenever 
we perform some good work for them. At the same time, how- 
ever, we thereby greatly increase our own merit; for when we 
surrender the satisfactory fruit of our good works or prayers in 
favor of the holy souls, we perform another act of charity which 
again produces this three-fold fruit. In this way we by no means 
lose anything by our charity for the suffering souls, but in reality 
the more we give them, the more our eternal merit and our 
heavenly glory are increased. He who is merciful to the poor, 
lends to the Lord who, with the generosity of a God, will recom- 
pense him most bountifully. 

Another advantage arising from this devotion is its salutary 
effect upon the life of a Christian. A person who offers prayers 
and sacrifices for the poor souls, will become deeply penetrated 
by the thought of purgatory, its terrible sufferings, and the punish- 
ment of God’s justice. The fear of offending God becomes more 
vivid; one’s idea of the guilt of venial sin, which, alas! many 
Christians regard too lightly, becomes clearer; one’s conscience 
becomes more sensitive to faults committed and more watchful 
in danger. Furthermore, by this devotion we practice the virtues 
of faith, hope and charity, which are, in fact, the foundation of 
Christian life, its energy and nourishment. 

Another advantage connected with this devotion is what we 
profit by the gratitude of the souls whom we deliver. The souls 
in purgatory can no longer supplicate for themselves; they can 
only suffer. Eminent theologians teach, however, that these holy 
souls, being special friends of God, their intercession with Him is 
most powerful and efficacious in behalf of their friends and 
benefactors on earth. How grateful they will be toward those 
who alleviate their sufferings or even deliver them from their 
place of torment! Here on earth, generous, benevolent hearts 
are often repaid for their kindness with bitter ingratitude. We 
need never fear to experience such thanklessness in return for our 
charity toward the holy souls. Confirmed in the grace of God, 
they are animated by the most noble sentiments; their intercession 
for us will never cease as long as we are exposed to trials here 
below or when we ourselves are suffering in purgatory. How 
many such intercessors we might procure! How many holy souls 
we could make our debtors! Without interruption, they will 
represent our eternal welfare and our temporal interests at the 
throne of the Triune God.' 
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In addition to these advantages, we acquire not only the 
friendship of the souls that were delivered, but also the love and 
gratitude of their guardian angels and of those saints to whom these 
souls were especially devoted. The precious blood of Jesus Christ 
celebrates a new triumph in heaven whenever the gates of paradise 
open for one of these souls purchased at its infinite price. Ought 
this not win for us the greatest affection of the Heart of God, the 
mercies of the Divine Heart! 

Finally, a special advantage of this devotion is that it includes 
many different kinds of good works. It is truly a practical 
devotion of which it may justly be said: “It nourishes hungry 
souls with the vision of God, offers to languishing souls the 
refreshment of the precious blood, clothes them with the garment 
of glory, brings lasting consolation to the helpless, delivers the 
captives from prison; and leads those who have departed from 
this world into the habitations of everlasting peace.” 

Our works of mercy will have an inestimable value in the 
eyes of God on the day of our personal judgment. A merciful 
judgment depends on the works of mercy we have performed. A 
sentence without mercy awaits those who fail to show mercy. How 
highly we should esteem a devotion which embraces all these 
acts of mercy! 

How consoling for a believing heart to know that in the 
Catholic Church we have so many means to afford powerful aid 
and even deliverance to the souls in purgatory. These means 
are: prayer, holy Mass, Communion, alms-deeds, fasting, indul- 
gences; all these are treasures placed in our hands with which we 
can pay their debts. Shall we leave them unused? Shall we 
remain cold and heartless at sight of such misery, indifferent to 
so many advantages? Behold, how Holy Church endeavors to 
aid her suffering children. With the tenderness of a loving mother 
she never offers the holy Sacrifice, she never performs a public 
devotion, her priests never pray the office without being mindful 
of the suffering souls. 

Follow the example of the Catholic Church; be generous and 
loving toward the poor souls and you will reap a thousand-fold 
reward. Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy. 


For the Hidden God. 


In our exceedingly busy age, the pious custom of frequent 
remembrance of the suffering souls is, to a great extent, sadly 
neglected. All too soon our deceased relatives are forgotten. 
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To many a soul it is of great consolation to know that a 
Perpetual Adoration of the most Blessed Sacrament was estab- 
lished in the United States with ecclesiastical approbation in 1879. 
One of its principal objects is to afford relief and deliverance to 
the poor souls in purgatory, by prayer and sacrifices. Over forty 
years this Perpetual Adoration has been kept without intermission, 
by the Benedictine Sisters at Clyde, Missouri. Two or four sisters, 
sometimes the whole community, pray before the most Blessed 
Sacrament for the departed souls recommended to their prayers. 

All the sisters, more than one hundred and fifty in number, 
receive and offer daily Holy Communion for these souls. There 
is also a Mass, often two Masses, said daily for the repose of these 
souls, and many thousands of Masses are heard by the Sisters in 
this intention during the year. 

The living also may be enrolled and share in all the ‘holy 
Masses, Communions, prayers and good works here mentioned, 
that they may thereby obtain the grace of final perseverance, of 
worthily receiving the last sacraments and of dying a happy 
death. Parents can show love for their dear soldier-sons in no 
better way than by having them enrolled. What a comfort it 
will be to know that every moment of the day and night their sons 
in danger are being recommended to the merciful Heart of God! 

All that is required for admission is to have the name 
registered and give an offering or alms of about fifty cents for 
each person. This alms need to be given only once. It is used 
for the support of the house of God, to adorn the adoration 
chapel and to supply the altar with candles. 

Animated by the conviction that the Perpetual Adoration for 
the consolation and relief of the Poor Souls is the greatest work 
of Christian charity and mercy, noble souls have been drawn to 
seek admission into our convent of Perpetual Adoration. May 
our Eucharistic Lord grant a vocation for this angelic service to 
many pious and innocent souls. 

Some years ago a foundation was begun at Chewelah, 
Washington, where there are at present twenty Sisters who daily 
keep the holy Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Regarding 
their necessary support, the sisters can say with St. Paul, “We 
labor, working by our own hands, and are burdensome to no 
one.” However, for the erection of the house of God, they need 
the support of kind friends and lovers of the Holy Eucharist. May 
the Lord touch the hearts of those who desire to do their good 
deeds in a hidden manner for their hidden God. 
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Purgatory and the Mercy of God. 





%| HE infinite mercy of our heavenly Father must be the firm 
foundation of our confidence; and, after the example of 
the saints, we must keep it always before our eyes. The 
saints never lost sight of it; and it was for this reason 
that the fear of purgatcry never deprived them of their peace 
and joy of the Holy Ghost. 

St. Lidwina, who so well knew the frightful severity of expia- 
tory suffering, was animated with that spirit of confidence, and 
endeavored to inspire others with the same. One time she re- 
ceived a visit from a pious priest. Whilst he was seated at her 
bedside, together with other virtuous persons, the conversation 
turned on the sufferings of the other life. Seeing in the hands 
of a woman a vase filled with grains of mustard-seed, the priest 
took occasion to remark that he trembled when thinking of the 
fire of purgatory. “Nevertheless,” he added, “I should be satis- 
fied to go there for as many years as there are grains of seed 
in this vase; then at least, I should be certain of my salvation.” 
“What do you say, Father?” replied the saint. “Why so little 
confidence in the mercy of God? Ah! if you had a better knowl- 
edge of what purgatory is, of what frightful torments are there 
endured!” “Let purgatory be what it may,” he replied, “I per- 
sist in what I say.” 

Some time after, this priest died, and the same person who 
had been present during his conversation with St. Lidwina, ques- 
tioning the saint as to his condition in the other world, she replied, 
“The deceased is well off, on account of his virtuous life; but it 
would be better for him if he had had more confidence in the passion 
of Jesus Christ, and if he had taken a milder view of the subject 
of purgatory.” 

In what consisted this lack of confidence which met the 
disapproval of our saint? In the opinion which this good priest 
had that it is almost impossible to be saved, and that we shall 
enter heaven only after having undergone innumerable years 
of torture. This idea is erroneous, and contrary to Christian 
confidence. Our Savior came to bring peace to men of good-will, 
and to impose upon us, as a condition of our salvation, a yoke 
which is sweet and a burden which is not heavy. Therefore, let 
your will be good, and you will find peace, you will see all 
difficulties and terrors vanish. Good-will! that is everything. Be 
of good will, submit to the will of God, place His holy law above 
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all else, serve the Lord with all your heart, and He will give you 
such powerful assistance that you will enter paradise with an 
astonishing facility. I could never have believed, you will say, 
that it was so easy to enter heaven! Again, I repeat, to effect in 
us this wonder of mercy, God asks on our part an upright heart, 
a good-will. 

Good-will consists, properly speaking, in submitting and con- 
forming our will to that of God, who is the rule of all good-will; 
and this good-will attains its highest perfection when we embrace 
the divine will as the sovereign good, even then when it imposes 
the greatest sacrifices, the most acute suffering. Oh, admirable 
State! The soul thus disposed seems to lose the sensation of 
pain, and this because the soul is animated with the spirit of 
love; and, as St. Augustine says, “When we love we suffer not, 
or, if we suffer, we love the suffering.” 


We would like to remind our kind readers of the Toties Quoties 
indulgence to be gained on All Souls’ Day. Pius X. of blessed mem- 
ory ordained that all who wear the highly indulgenced Jubilee Medal 
of St. Benedict and have received the sacraments, may gain a plenary 
indulgence as often as they visita church or public chapel from twelve 
o’clock, noon, on All Saints’ Day until twelve o’clock, midnight, on 
All Souls’ Day. Itis required that they pray according to the inten- 
tion of the holy Father, for example, the Our Father and Hail Mary 
five times, or other prayers of about the same length. 

By a recent papal brief, this Toties Quoties indulgence has 
been extended in favor of all the faithful, even though they do not 
wear the St. Benedict Jubilee Medal. 


SeURRO 


PLEASE CONSIDER THIS! 





The United States War Industries Board has ordered that 
after October 1, 1918, only those papers and periodicals with sub- 
scriptions paid to 1918 may be sent through the mails. On account 
of high postage rates it will be very expensive for us to send statements 
in future. Notice the cover of your magazine. If you find it 
stamped with the number 1917, you are a year in arrears with your 
subscription, and this should be paid at once, as such is the order of 
the War Department. We urgently request our kind readers to com- 
ply with this regulation, and thus save us a great deal of annoyance. 
Paper and publishing expenses are twice as much as formerly; on this 
account many periodicals have been compelled to discontinue. We 
therefore earnestly ask the conscientious and generous support of 
our dear readers. 
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Sister Teresa Saves Her Client. 





The Very Reverend L. Duflot of Bethune, France, published 
~. following letter in the great Catholic journal La Croix of 
aris : 
Institute of St. Francis de Sales, 
Berck-Plage, Feb. 1, 1918. 


To Sister Teresa of the Child Jesus I am indebted for pro- 
tection on various occasions, the most remarkable instance being 
that which occurred on the 18th of December 1917, at the time 
of a terrible bombardment. 

I must state that my confidence in the Servant of God is 
very great, and that in my parish one Mass at least is offered 
every week to obtain her speedy beatification. 

This is what happened to me: First of all, in the morning 
of the 18th of December when celebrating Mass at the high altar 
I was suddenly seized with inexpressible anguish. In my distress 
I raised my eyes to the Sacred Heart above the altar and mur- 
mured interiorly, “What does this mean, Lord?” Immediately I 
heard within me the response: Have no fear, I will save thee. 
In the calm which was instantaneously restored I proceeded with 
the holy Sacrifice. 

About half past four that afternoon, in adoration before the 
tabernacle, I was again seized with the same anguish as in the 
morning. In trembling anxiety I examined the innermost depths 
of my conscience. Had I in some way wounded the Heart of the 
Divine Master? Had I shown a lack of trust in Him by thinking 
to save the sacred vessels and precious ornaments from the risk 
of a bombardment? It was thus tortured in mind that I went to 
the sacristy to vest for Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Leaving it again at the first stroke of five o’clock I entered 
the narrow passage which leads to the choir; scarcely had I gone 
two steps, preceded by the choristers and followed by the organist 
and the chanter, when there was a tremendous explosion behind 
me. I stopped short, deafened by the noise and bending my 
shoulders under an avalanche of stones. I must have lost con- 
sciousness one moment, but all at once, under the influence 
panes of a strong current of air which quite suddenly made 
itself felt, I revived and rose up. Looking then on the side next 
the Church I saw coming to me, and as if enveloped in a luminous 
cloud, the little Sister Teresa of the Child Jesus. Her scapular 
was waving in the wind; she seemed to be upborne by the column 
of air. When just in front of me, she stopped, and looking at 
me with gentle compassion spoke this one word to me: “Depart!” 
Then she disappeared leaving behind her a trail of light. 

I obeyed the celestial injunction immediately. Superhuman 
Strength seemed to animate me, and with firm steps | crossed 
over the debris, although losing a quantity of blood from a wound 
in the head and another in the leg. My surplice, all stained, 
was in shreds, and my soutane equally tattered. 
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Soon two Englishmen who had hastened to the scene of the 
disaster, escorted me to my dwelling, where my wounds were 
summarily dressed. I was then taken in an ambulance to the 
hospital and was at once placed on the operating table and 
given an anaesthetic. 

At seven o’clock I awoke in a good bed, under the benevolent 
gaze of two Franciscan Sisters, and by degrees | learned all the 
calamities that had occurred: the organist decapitated, the chanter 
Sill Struggling in the agony of death, his chest crushed in; one 
of the choristers killed instantaneously — struck on the temple 
by a splinter; the sacristy demolished; the arch of the lateral nave 
of the church broken through, and all the windows shattered. As 
for myself, I had a large wound in the calf of my leg but the 
bone was uninjured and the blow received on my head had 
proved to be of no serious consequence. 

Glory to the Sacred Heart, glory to Mary and thanksgiving 
to the little Sister who furthermore aided my speedy recovery, 
which was contrary to all predictions of the doctors. They ordered 
me two months’ complete rest, but on the 25th of January, I was 
on my feet again and able to celebrate holy Mass; on the 29th, I 
was well enough to preach the panegyric on St. Francis de Sales, 
to whose patronage the hospital house which shelters me is 
dedicated. 

Formerly professor of philosophy, and endowed with a cool 
temperament, it seems to me there is nothing of the visionary 
about me, therefore I hold to the strong conviction that my eyes 
have looked upon the features of my lovable Protectress in the 
midst of that mournful scene whither her compassion for me had 
drawn her. Henceforward the dear little Saint shall not have a 
more faithful apostle than the poor priest who owes so much to 
her. L. Duflot. Archpriest of Bethune. 


CSeqlRRO 
Christmas and New Year Post Cards. 


Modern art has robbed Christmas of its true signification. 
Santa Claus and holly it prints on the feast day cards, but 
no reference to the birth of our Blessed Redeemer, the true 
cause of joy to the Christian world. We have procured sixteen 
beautiful and artistic religious subjects, suitable for the holi- 
day season. Price per set, 25 cents, postpaid. 


Address: ‘“Tabernacle and Purgatory,’’ Clyde, Mo. 


ee — 


CONTENTS—NOVEMBER, 1918. 


Sixth Discourse of Rev. Father Matheo. — Our Perfect Devotedness to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Saints. — Beatific Vision of God. — The Hero’s 
Death for His Country. — An Ideal Christmas Gift.— Advantages Arising from 
Devotion for the Poor Souls. — Purgatory and the Mercy of God. — Sister Teresa 
Saves Her Client. 





Rosaries in Fine Jewels 


No. rot Small beads, cross in Roman Gold Finish $1.35 
No. 102. Large beads, cross in Bright Gold Finish 2.50 
No. 101 and 102 can be had in various colors. 


No. 103 Beautiful oblong Jet beads with tastefully carved 
cross in Roman Gold Finish 

No. 104 For Festive Occasions. — Beads of perfect imitation 
pearl. Each bead reinforced by acap to insure du- 
rability. A crucifix 234 inches in length embellished 
by beautiful chased relief work, the cross itself 
being made ot clear pearl to harmonize with beads. 
A handsome gift, not only for brides and young 
ladies, but also an appropriate remembrance for a 
mother’s silver or golden jubilee 6.00 


Something Which Will Please Those Who Have the Means 
Elegant and substantial 
22-Karat Gold Beads Made in Corrugated Style. 


Will wear an indefinite length of time. 
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In three sizes — 


No. 3935 Small beads, length of rosary, 16 inches 55 
No. 3936 Larger beads, length of rosary, 17 inches 4.50 
No. 3937. large beads, length of rosary, 18 inches 5.00 


Scapular Lockets 


No. 63 On gold-filled chain $2.50— No. 64 On gold-filledchain 3.00 
No. 65 Army Locket, not on chain, with U. S. emblem, some- 
thing for men, especially for soldiers 1.50 


No. 66 Not on chain, plain or engraved 2.25 
Each locket contains scapular medal and place for picture. 
No. 95 Scapular medallions with rolled-gold-plated rim — 
This tasty little medal or medallion must be seen to be 
appreciated, may be attached to chain or pin 0.25 
St. Benedict Jubilee Medal. Heavily gold plated, % in. in 
diameter, guaranteed for 20 years Lae 


REMARK : Jubilee medals are struck only at MONTECASSINO, ITALY. 
There are imitations of this medal circulated in our country, which however, 


can not be enriched with the blessing of the GENUINE Jubilee Medal. 
Cocoa Rosaries on Steel Chain 


No. 20 Small rosary, 15 inches in length, something for 

young men and boys $0.35 
No. 21 Oval beads, rosary 18 inches in length, strong chain 0.40 
No. 22 Small oval beads, rosary 18 inches in length, link 


chain, 2 inch cross 0.50 
No. 22 Large oval beads, rosary 20 inches in length, strong 

link chain, 1% inch cross 0.50 
No. 23 Large oval beads on fine link chain, rosary 20 inches 

in length, 2 inch cross 0.60 


When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Dominican, Crosier, and Papal indulgences, and leaflet of explanation will be sent. 


Articles here listed sent postpaid. 
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Religious Pictures 


should be in every Catholic 
home. 


We never tire gazing on the 
images of those to whom we 
are bound by love and grati- 
tude. Who is more worthy 
of our reverence and affection 
than ourLord and the Immacu- 
late Virgin? To whom do we 
owe more than to our Savior 
and the Heavenly Mother ? 


Have some of these beautiful 
pictures blessed and hang them 
in your home. They will lift 
your heart and mind to Those 
Who should be the special ob- 
ject of ourattention,andtheha- 
bitual subject of our thoughts. 


Select from the following list: 


The Last Supper 20 X 32 in. $0 75 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure 18 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust 15 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust it 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, with morning offering 8 
Sacred Heart of Jesus / 17 
Sacred Heart of Mary { Companion pictures 17 
Mother Most Sorrowful 14 
Mother Most Amiable 16 
Mother Most Admirable 10 
The Holy Face 16 
Ecce Homo 14 
Agony of Our Lord 16 
St. Joseph in Glory 18 .50 
Death of St. Joseph 15 35 
Angel Guardian 10 x .20 
St. Benedict It Xx > 20 
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TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Under the direction of Rev. P. Lukas, O.S.B., at the 
PUBLISHED Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
In English and in German, eight times a year, viz., May, 
ISSUED June, August, October, November, January, February, 
and March. 
SUBSCRIPTION Per year 50 cents 
PRICE For Canada, Ireland and England 60 cents 
Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, 2 the post office at Clyde, 
Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879 
Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in seétion 
1103, Aé& of Oétober 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 





